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Mandarin Companion creates books you can read! This series offers Chinese
learners enjoyable and interesting reading materials to accelerate language
learning. Each book uses characters, words, and grammar that a learner is
most likely to know at each level based on in-depth analysis of textbooks,
education programs, and natural Chinese language. Every story is written in a
style that is easy for a learner to understand and enjoyable to read.



Mandarin Companion Level 2

Level 2 is intended for Chinese learners at a low intermediate level. Most
learners who have been able to fluently read Mandarin Companion Level 1
should be able to read this book. This series is designed to combine
simplicity of characters with an easy-to-understand storyline that helps
learners grow their vocabulary and language comprehension abilities. The
more they read, the better they will become at reading and grasping the
Chinese language.

Level 2 is designed around a core set of 450 fundamental characters. These
basic characters ensure that most of the vocabulary will be simple everyday
words that the reader is most likely to know. This series contains
approximately 650 unique words, a number low enough to make reading
Chinese less intimidating, while also introducing new key words relevant to
the story.

Key words are added gradually over the course of the story. A numbered
footnote indicates the first time a new word or character is introduced and the
corresponding hyperlink references the glossary with pinyin and an English
definition. Each additional instance of a new word is indicated by a
hyperlink. All proper nouns have been underlined to help the reader
distinguish between names and words.



What level is right for me?

If you are able to read this book with a high level of comprehension, then this
book is likely at your level. It is ideal to have at most only one unknown
word or character for every 40-50 words or characters that are read.

Once you are able to read fluidly and quickly without interruption you are
ready for the next level. Even if you are able to understand all of the words in
the book, we recommend that readers build fluidity and reading speed before
moving to higher levels.



How will this help my Chinese?

Reading extensively in a language you are learning is one of the most
effective ways to build fluency. However, the key is to read at a high level of
comprehension. Reading at the appropriate level in Chinese will increase the
speed of character recognition, help acquire vocabulary faster, allow readers
to naturally learn grammar, and train the brain to think in Chinese. It also
makes learning Chinese more fun and enjoyable. Readers will experience the
sense of accomplishment and confidence that only comes from reading entire
books in Chinese.

For more information, please see Extensive Reading and Graded Readers



About Mandarin Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pasden who met
one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only remaining seat left them
sitting next to each other. A year later, Jared had greatly improved his
Chinese using extensive reading but was frustrated at the lack of suitable
reading materials. He approached John with the prospect of creating their
own series. Having worked in Chinese education for nearly a decade, John
was intrigued with the idea and thus began the Mandarin Companion series.

John majored in Japanese in college, but started learning Mandarin and later
moved to China where his learning accelerated. After developing language
proficiency, he was admitted into an all-Chinese masters program in applied
linguistics at East China Normal University in Shanghai. Throughout his
learning process, John developed an open mind to different learning styles
and a tendency to challenge conventional wisdom in the field of teaching
Chinese. He has since worked at ChinesePod as academic director and host,
and opened his own consultancy, AllSet Learning, in Shanghai to help
individuals acquire Chinese language proficiency. He lives in Shanghai with
his wife and children.

After graduate school and with no Chinese language skills, Jared decided to
move to China with his young family in search of career opportunities. Later
while working on an investment project, Jared learned about extensive
reading and decided that if it was as effective as it claimed to be, it could help
him learn Chinese. In three months, he read 10 Chinese graded readers and
his language ability quickly improved from speaking words and phrases to a
conversational level. Jared has an MBA from Purdue University and a
bachelor in Economics from the University of Utah. He lives in Shanghai
with his wife and children.


http://mandarincompanion.com/blog/fateful-beginnings/
http://mandarincompanion.com/blog/how-reading-in-chinese-changed-my-life/
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Story Adaption Notes

This novel is not only based on Jules Vernes' classic, Journey to the Center of
the Earth, but also pays tribute to several of Edouard Riou's classic
illustrations from the 1864 version, which are now in the public domain. The
illustrations in this book are, of course, our own versions, and this Mandarin
Companion graded reader has been adapted into a fully localized Chinese
version of the original story. The characters have been given authentic
Chinese names as opposed to transliterations of English names, which sound
foreign in Chinese. The locations have been adapted to well-known places in
China.

The translation of the title is worth pointing out, because it's the standard
translation used in Chinese, and it's a good one, but why it's good might not
be obvious to an intermediate learner. The title Dixin Youji mirrors the title of
one of China's Four Great Classical Novels, Xi Youji, or Journey to the West
in English. So while "youji" is not a word you'll use in your everyday
conversations, when it comes to Chinese book titles, it must be learned.

The original story focuses on the German professor Lidenbrock and his
nephew Axel. That story begins in Hamburg, includes a rather long build-up
with lots of characters, and eventually traverses to Iceland for the descent,
where Icelandic guide Hans joins the expedition. In this adaptation, the
locations have been adapted to Xi'an as our heroes' starting point, with the
mountainous region of Le Shan (near Chengdu, Sichuan) as the point of
descent.

Perhaps the biggest change to the story was replacing the nephew Axel with a
niece named Xiaojing. We saw no reason that the lead role couldn't be
female, and it makes for easier identification of the characters in illustrations
where the characters are smaller.

As one of the oldest stories that we have adapted at Mandarin Companion,



we have been extremely impressed by how well Verne's classic sci-fi tale
holds up even for modern-day readers.



Character Adaptions

The following is a list of the characters from Journey to the Center of the
Earth in Chinese followed by their corresponding English names from
Verne's original story. There are, of course, other characters in the story
besides these, but many do not have exact correspondences to the original.
The names below aren't translations; they're new Chinese names used for the
Chinese versions of the original characters. Think of them as all-new
characters in a Chinese story.

U (Lu6 Shishu) Professor Liedenbrock
% INE%:  (Luo Xidojing) Axel Liedenbrock
Z2VF (Lio Xi) Hans Bjelke

HIETT (Huang Daoyuan) Arne Saknussemm



Cast of Characters
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(Lu6 Shiashu) (Lu6 Xizojing) (L&o XU)

(Huang Daoyuan)
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(X1'an) Xi'an is the capital of Shaanxi Province, located in the
China's arid northwest. It also the oldest of the Four Great Ancient
Capitals. Xi'an is well known for its historical role as the starting
point of the Silk Road, and also houses first Emperor Qin
Shishuang's army of Terracotta Warriors, one of China's most well-
known cultural relics.

(Chéngdii) Chengdu is the provincial capital of Sichuan, and is
one of the largest cities in modern China. It is a popular outpost for
backpackers and Tibet-bound trekkers, it has always been close to
the a "wilder" areas of western China.

(Le Shan) This famous mountain district in south central Sichuan
Province is home to the Le Shan Giant Buddha, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Although modern Le Shan does not house any active
volcanoes, it does have a history of volcanic activity.

(Taiwan) The famous island of Taiwan off the southeastern coast
of mainland China is a haven of breath-taking natural beauty, and
also happens to have some active volcanoes on its north coast.
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Key Words

X B 1] (Guanjianci)

=

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

%& jido  v. toteach
i‘@,;ﬁ? dizhixué n. geology

>—\<‘ xingfen adj. excited

=

== na v. topickup, totake
éEE zhi  n. paper
:]:é diao  v. tolose, to drop
j{ $ weénzi n. written characters
'l% dong v. tounderstand
*M‘E mimi n. secret
Z:#E: buguan conj. no matter

Ef)ﬁl faxian v. to discover

=

JC wanquan adv. completely
=\ . .

|E_|>_<‘ gaoxing adj. happy

= o
HE_L shéngql  vo. to get angry
=

1* /&N Xiuxi v, torest



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

‘[J\E renzhén adj. serious, diligent

$1’$ﬂb butingde  adv. unceasingly

%,’?& turan  adv. suddenly

J:F ;lfj\ kaishi  v. to start

k IJ-I huoshan  n. volcano
Z2F yingzi n. shadow

E& gan v, aux. to dare (to)
*H 1% xiangxin  v. to believe
A[MH  keps  adj. scary

% iﬂ pangbian n. side

EE Eﬁ yanjing n. eye(s)
EE')_HS shuijiao  vo. to sleep

EL luan  adj. messy

~
?E’L,\ danxin  v. to worry (about)

sy ==
/;QIE juéding v, n. to decide; a decision

H:llji chafa v. to set off

o I
F]"l% qiguai adj. strange

ﬁ?{% hdoxiang adv. it seems (that)

E'Z ping adj. flat

== o )
PP B shéngyin n. sound, voice



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

1'?-—-' ting v. tostop

;'%'-jl: % jiusuan  conj. even if

g ZEE yaoshi  conj. if

-,E; i qishi  adv. actually

y‘j T weile  conj. for the purpose of
E&EEE gdibian  v.,n. to change; a change
& el adj. black, dark

T ,!i\ gongju  n. tool

HE% shuizhdo  ve. to fall asleep

= 2,
R UL ganjué v, n. to feel; feeling

F'ﬂ

*}-!] réng v. tothrow
- _F % yixiazi  adv. all at once
EE xing v. toawaken

%91‘ lingwai adv. in addition

ﬁ_ll'irl‘]‘_— bangmang vo. to help

oy . . . . c .
%-_F ;l:ll déngdao  vc. to wait until; when (a certain time comes)

B li cov. tobe distanced from
B?\T chile cov. except for; besides

— = ; .
H,E\ tongyl  v. to agree

——
zL anquan  adj., n. safe; safety



56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

==k

= haips v, tobe afraid (of)

jKBE taiyang n. the sun

9&5}2 shiwang adj. disappointed

%—F_F déng v. to wait

;ﬂ'_g shen adj. deep

Fﬁ ﬁ suoyou adj. all

E % shitou n. stone, rock

=

ﬁ% anjing adj. quiet

y¥ﬁr haoqi adj. curious

I =r

/jE & zhuyl v. to pay attention (to)
ANSY V4

Zijll.'. faguang vo. to glow

\Y 4

JIL'. guang n. light

ég :.F zhongyt adv. finally

H}JI_ zang adj. dirty

@{‘ bing n. salty pancake

ki fasheng v. tohappen

jj_ |-E_| fangxiang n. direction

lul‘ﬁ' I:l lukou n. crossroads, intersection

1 F jixia  ve. to write down

BEBHKT  shaomingdeng  n. light, lantern



76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

@% gou adj. enough
E ~
1E| ILV  xinxin  n. confidence
=
j] —\, ligi n. physical strength
;%\ ji adj. urgent
% tido mw. [for long thin things]
,'f—:_'\ %k diantou  vo. to nod one's head
=
ZE yin v, tofaint

xiwang  v., n. to hope; hope

At 3
T WS

A chadian adv. almost
«
}E,I- hé n. river

7|E] dong n. cave, hole

F

pen v. tospew

TZ:E liaobugi  adj. amazing, impressive

R g zhiyao  conj. aslong as
ﬁ’fl:: ;* jiéjué  v. tosolve

|I:|:'| fm chiixian v. to appear
EZ% huozhé  conj., adv. or
Eg zhongyao adj. important
{L} E gongli n. kilometer

ﬂ% xiot  v. to fix



96. %r:% yiwai  n., adj. surprise, surprising
97. CF:# %IJ tebié  adj., adv. special; especially
98. :l:m zhua v. to grab

99. E zhuang v. to crash into

100. ﬁll:} chuan n. boat

101. fﬁﬁ hdaimian n. the surface of the sea
102. ﬁ%ﬁ%i‘m jingjingde adv. silently

103. *IE% zhiwtu  n. plant

104. ijj "Lf% dongwti n. animal

105. %9‘\‘ glitou n. bone(s)

106. EI. yi n. fish

107. 'rjx;% guaiwu  n. monster

108. & dio n island

109. 7] dao n. knife

maVIAS
110. ﬂﬁjj penfa v. to spout, to erupt



Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective

adv. Adverb

aux. Auxiliary Verb
conj. Conjunction
cov. Coverb

mw. Measure word
n. Noun

on. Onomatopoeia
part. Particle

prep. Preposition
pn. Proper noun

tn. Time Noun

v. Verb

vc.  Verb plus complement

vo. Verb plus object



Discussion Questions
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1. AR L ETRZIRANEARERLZR?HREE N
MIMENXMHETT 2R ?
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Chapter 2: #f:x 110
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3. HAHIBR E, NFFES/SHFYE ? A 4

4. M2 EL RIEM O L O/M?

Chapter 3: iX S &% 14 2

1. T LEn, FRBEAHLELAXBEIF?HURE

T, RS B 4 5 2

2. f1iEZ2TE ELHMETEHRR?MREFTIHTE
By AR £ 7K 78 A BE = AT 4

3. E TN IE, /NF )ﬁi"%*@—ﬁ@ B, XM R
_[al:yl-l_],ll_. JLL? EE'IE “Fﬁ *EFIL- l;J_LIén—‘ rp

4 INBTEMDEE B E — B, IR BT A 2

Chapter 4: k7K

1. Mg R KRET N ARREBD, AT 2 W EF B4
B, RN ?



CEZXRPF, MNERTHLHET ? A6 XKRE

W AR 1 ?

.6 R4F XX, INFF VA o BR BRI SR 2 fRER IR B9

RAMLEL ?WERURIREELE®?

MM EZRLUR, ZBUWEEENMDMFUHH L 2 NE

fREM, REXT/NFFU A 42

Chapter 5: /KR —X

1.

6R65, MITERT —FREFWE L, XFEER
LUE, i THLRE?

R BN EEE T LU T o ? it X R AR

BEEELIE?MEGY ARNE2H L HFHA?

A LR BT R ER AR R M E X A

WHHIEREFEERN?MRESHANIEMEEERH 0 2

.%ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂ° X 55 Hb R R] N AT S U N A

DXL ERE?

Chapter 6: =4}



1. A /@RI TR MEEHT ?

2. REBHINIR, IR AEBH L ? A LEBMIES

& ?

3. MAETFETRH LHMA?IRBEXIFMARY ?

Chapter 7: i T iF
1. NN LHAFERNAOEHT ?

2. INERE MM, T4 ? REMRMIES A
nitBeEwiF—am?

3. FRMBBE/NEGFMENIE, hELE?HMEEERELZH
By ?

4. XTTX—F, MIANDPREZETITHLFERNEZE?MRE
RIX FE B N g 2

Chapter 8: /8 L HJIZH)

1. M T AT LBER?

2. NBEBENRBHHIRZEHLBEE?EBL, it X



WTHL?
3. R iGH T A LEERXIRB?BESRAMNTL?
Chapter 9: /& E FI KR
1. RANEFLNIEEBRBILEREEZN? V4L ?

2. BEMXRSELHE?2MIMMBTHL?NRZIR,
R B Iz X L& 0 1 2

3. MM EERMNIE, BEXETHL? VL ti]/E
kR R HEE 7

Chapter 10: i[9 B

1. B EREHL?2/MNFHLUANSEWEENKEA L ?
2. M {18 EigES LEY, MESXENHL?
3. WM T AN LE=EEXRE?

4. BEMARAKRELBRRKETHLER?

Chapter 11: & FF#hi0»



1. BUEHRHL?VHBIXIELRBAHNIRZEH 0 R

piya
‘T, ?

2. M EBLEHLEXRKRI?REEREETEL
M1 ? Nt ?

3. MMMAR—EMXIx, MRXKXHUEBEETESR
— RN EEL? WL ?

Chapter 12:
1. MR ELEEXRBETDTM ?
2. 12 & 4 B E RS ?

3. IREIAR R A RBE RBBEIMIB X, REE 4 Bt ith
i1

4. fRR—TERKIHAG 2 REHFEXITIEHRILHR
MLEMEZEFEANERIN?



Extensive Reading

After years of studying Chinese, many people ask, “why can’t I become
fluent in Chinese?” Fluency can only happen when the language enters our
“comfort zone.” This comfort comes after significant exposure to and
experience with the language. The more times you meet a word, phrase, or
grammar point the more readily it will enter your comfort zone.

In the world of language research, experts agree that learners can acquire new
vocabulary through reading only if the overall text can be understood.
Decades of research indicate that if we know approximately 98% of the
words in a book, we can comfortably “pick up” the 2% that is unfamiliar.
Reading at this 98% comprehension level is referred to as “extensive
reading.”

Research in extensive reading has shown that it accelerates vocabulary
learning and helps the learner to naturally understand grammar. Perhaps most
importantly, it trains the brain to automatically recognize familiar language,
thereby freeing up mental energy to focus on meaning and ideas. As they
build reading speed and fluency, learners will move from reading “word by
word” to processing “chunks of language.” A defining feature is that it’s less
painful than the “intensive reading” commonly used in textbooks. In fact,
extensive reading can be downright fun.


http://mandarincompanion.com/blog/reading-pain-or-reading-gain-reading-at-the-right-level/

Graded Readers

Graded readers are the best books for learners to “extensively” read.
Research has taught us that learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times
before truly learning it, and often many more times for particularly
complicated or abstract words. Graded readers are appropriate for learners
because the language is controlled and simplified, as opposed to the language
in native texts, which is inevitably difficult and often demotivating. Reading
extensively with graded readers allows learners to bring together all of the
language they have studied and absorb how the words naturally work
together.

To become fluent, learners must not only understand the meaning of a word,
but also understand its nuances, how to use it in conversation, how to pair it
with other words, where it fits into natural word order, and how it is used in
grammar structures. No textbook could ever be written to teach all of this
explicitly. When used properly, a textbook introduces the language and
provides the basic meanings, while graded readers consolidate, strengthen,
and deepen understanding.

Without graded readers, learners would have to study dictionaries, textbooks,
sample dialogs, and simple conversations until they have randomly
encountered enough Chinese for it to enter their comfort zones. With proper
use of graded readers, learners can tackle this issue and develop greater
fluency now, at their current levels, instead of waiting until some period in
the distant future. With a stronger foundation and greater confidence at their
current levels, learners are encouraged and motivated to continue their
Chinese studies to even greater heights. Plus, they’ll quickly learn that
reading Chinese is fun!



Appendix A: Character Comparison
Reference

This appendix is designed to help Chinese teachers and learners use the
Mandarin Companion graded readers as a companion to the most popular
university textbooks and the HSK word lists.

The tables below compare the characters and vocabulary used in other study
materials with those found in this Mandarin Companion graded reader. The
tables below will display the exact characters and vocabulary used in this
book and not covered by these sources. A learner who has studied these
textbooks will likely find it easier to read this graded reader by focusing on
these characters and words.



Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1-2 (3rd Ed.)
Integrated Chinese Level 2, Part 1 (3rd Ed.)

Words and characters in this story not covered by these textbooks:

Character Pinyin Word(s) Pinyin

v xU EVTr Lo X

= sheng K= dasheng
2=h=) shéngyin
INFE xidosheng
K= shuisheng
E8)=] ylishéng

A shi Ak shitou

S ti £ tiran

i3 xing [ xing
(S xinglai
B2l >k xing guolai

St guang K faguang
)t guang
Bt riguang

= dido 1= dido
ETE dido xiaqu
=ik diaojin

£ qi AFE qiguai
bFE haoqi

A bian &S gdibian
A% X bianchéng

Y fén ™ xingfén

U pén I pén

A
5% % pénfa
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BN

zhua

dong

xiang
yang
zang
dao
Xia

mi

~

ddo
mi
zhi
reng
zhuang
bing
yun
zhu
zhong
guan
gai
shang
luo
po

gu

shi

M

e
M
L3
pait
KA
i

i

ERY)

zhua
zhuadao
zhuazhu
dong
shandong
fangxiang
taiyang
zang

dao

Xia

mimi
glitou
réngu
ddo
mimi
zhiwu
reng
zhuang
bing

yun
zhuyi
zhongyu
xiguan
gdibian
shoushang
Luo

po

gushi

shiwang
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New Practical Chinese Reader, Books 1-3 (1st Ed.)

Words and characters in this story not covered by these textbooks:

Character

B

-~

Pinyin
shi

~

xu
zhi

zhi
shen
pen
Xu
dong

lan

~

reng
ml
zhong
po

Word(s)
3
EVr
—E
EZ

Hh 57t =
b 57 A R

R
R

K

MW E T

e

E =i
=i

%
&

N

2
Ok

= >
|

W
“F
7

Pinyin
shiishu
Lao Xu
yizhi
zhidao
dizhixué
dizhixuéjia
shén

pen
penfa
xilyao
dong
shandong
lanse
gutou
réngu
reng
mimi
zhongyu
po



Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) Levels 1-4

Words and characters in this story not covered by these levels:

Character

= O

1l

Pinyin
shi

péen

zhua

dong

dao
zhuang

mi

yun
luo

wan

Word(s)
kK

FE

K
1l

e
£

H‘-ﬁﬁ éla’ \E'\n'll

Ik = B

Op RE #1 >ah &

~q
JiEF
K

Pinyin
shitou
péen
pénfa
zhua
zhuadao
zhuazhu
dong
shandong
ddo
zhuang
mimi
glitou
réngu
yun

Lué

Taiwan



Appendix B: Grammar Point Index

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar points can
be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The following is a list of the
most challenging grammar points used in this graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) level B1 or above. The full list with
explanations and examples of each grammar point can be found on the
Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source of information on Chinese

grammar online.

Chapter 1
Events in quick succession with —......Zk......
"yi... jiu"

Turning adjectives into adverbs

Resultative complement
"chu(lai)"

Comparing "gang" and
"gangcai"

"Bei" sentence

"No matter" with "buguan”

Appearance with "kangqilai"
Expressing earliness with "jiu"

Causative verbs

The "ba" sentence

Sequencing past events with
"houlai"

Subj. + Adj. + #h + Verb
Verb + H 3

NIl vs Wil F

# + Verb + ......

A~ + Situation + Subj.+ (#B / ) +
Result

Subj. + FHEE + Adj.
Subj. + Time + #& + Verb + Ob;j.

Subj. + Causative Verb + Noun / Pronoun +
Verb-Obj.

Subj. + #8 + Obj. + Verb Phrase


http://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/

"If..., then..." with "ruguo...,

jiu...

Again in the future with "zai"
Aspect particle "zhe"

Again in the past with "you"
Continuation with "hai"
Tricky uses of "dao"

"Must" modal "dei"

"It seems" with "haoxiang"
Chapter 2

"If... then..." with "yaoshi"

Expressing purpose with
"weile"

Expressing lateness with "cai"
Using "zhao" as complement

Expressing "even if..." with
"jlusuan"

Assessing situations with
"kanlai"

"Ye" and "dou" together
"Had better" with "haishi"
Descriptive complement

Expressing "every time" with
"mei" and "dou"

"Not at all"
Expressing "how often"
Verbs with "gei"

"Except" and "in addition" with

"chule... yiwai"
Mistakenly think that

BN + Statement + Fi + Result

Subj. + B + Verb + Obj.
Verb + &

Subj. + X + Verb+ T
Subj. + it + Verb + Ob;j.
Subj. + Verb + Z|

Subj. + & + Verb + Obj.
Subj. + #F&......

B2 + Statement + Tk + Result

AT+ [Purpose], Subject + Predicate

Subj. + Time + ¥ + Verb + Obj.
Verb + 7&

A& + [Hypothetical Statement] + 1 +
[Action]

% 3K + Perspective

Subj. + 1 + #B + Verb / Adj.
Subj. + ILZ + Action + 1B
Verb / Adj. + & + Description

Subj. + — =t / &B + A + Adj.

Subj. + Z KM [A] + Verb + — R (+ Obj.)
Subj. + 45 + Target + Verb + Obj.

BRT ......(A9%), #R......

Subj. + LLA + Phrase



Descriptive complement
Chapter 3

Comparing "chao
Hwangll

xiang" and

Adjectives with "name" and
"zheme"

Reduplication of adjectives

Expressing "more and more"
with "yue... yue..."

"Verbing away" using "zhe"

Further uses of resultative
complement "gilai"

Sequencing with "xian" and
”Zai"

Indicating a number in excess

"Only if" with "zhiyou"

Chapter 4
"Never again" with "zai ye bu"
Modal particle "de"

"Not... but rather..." with "er
shi"

"Not often" with "bu zenme"
"In addition" with "zaishuo"

Doing something less with
"shao"

Chapter 5

Referring to "all" using
"suoyou"

Verb / Adj. + & + Description

m /8 /1% + B{KAMR + Verb
Subj. + B4 / 1X 2 + Adj.

Adj. + Adj. + B (+ Noun)
Subj. + #EEH + Adj. + T

Verb + 3§ + Verb + & + Fi + Comment +

T
Verb + #23

Number + % + Measure word + (Noun)

H & + Essential Condition + ¥ + Desired
Outcome

Subj. + BHA + Verb + Obj. + T
Statement + B4
~=2=+A+M=E+B

Subj. + &% + Verb

Subj. + 4> + Verb + Ob;.

FT&E#] + Noun + &} + Verb / Adj.



Complements with "dao", "gei"
and "zai"

Expressing "almost" using
"chadian"

"As long as" with "zhiyao"
Chapter 6

"Just" with "jiu"

Conceding a point with "shi"
Saying "ever since" with "yilai"
Separable verb

Chapter 7

Result complement "-cuo"

Basic comparisons with
"yiyang"
Chapter 8

The pattern "it's not..., it's...

"

Doing something more with
"duo n

Expressing "not only... but
also"

Comparing "haishi" and
"huozhe"

Chapter 9
"For" with "wei"

Comparing "zongsuan" and
“zhongyu"

Expressing "everyone" with
"ShEi”

"Verbing around" with "lai"
and "qu"

Subj. + Verb + Ell / 45 / ...
Subj. + Z g (JL) + [Verb Phrase] + T

HZE + Condition + i + Result

Subj. + Fk......

Adj. + 2 +Adj. +BZ......
Time or Event + LI
"E&A"

Obj. + Subj. + Verb + £ + T
Noun 1 + ¥R / 1 + Noun 2 + —#¥

Subj. + A& + Adj..”Noun./Verb 1 + &
+ Adj.Noun Verb 2

% + Verb + Obj.
Subj. + &~B + Adj./ Verb, MH + Adj./

Verb

Subj. + Verb + Option A + it + Option
B

N + [Some Part] + Verb
Subj. + SEH . Z&F + Verb

HEth / &R

Verb + 3 + Verb + &



Chapter 10

"Always" with "conglai"
Resultative complement "zhu"
Chapter 11

Basic comparisons with
"meiyou"

Using "dui"

Expressing "much more" in
comparisons

Chapter 12

Comparing "turan" and “huran”

Subj. + M3k + #B + Verb Phrase
Verb + {F

Noun 1 + ;%% + Noun 2 + Adj.
Xf + Obj. + Verb Phrase

Subj. + kb + Noun + Adj. + 8% /7T /
RB%

BN BIX + Verb



Other Stories from Mandarin
Companion




Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden{ 4% 1t =)
by Frances Hodgson Burnett

After an epidemic leaves her an orphan, Li Ye is sent off to live with her
reclusive uncle in his sprawling estate in Nanjing. She learns of a secret
garden where no one has set foot in ten years. With the help of new
friends, she brings the garden back to life and learns the healing power of
friendship and love.

The Sixty Year Dream{7<+EHE)
based on "Rip Van Winkle" by Washington Irving

Zhou Xuefa (Rip Van Winkle) is well loved by everyone in his town,
except his nagging wife. One day after a bad scolding from his wife, he
goes for a walk into the mountains and meets a mysterious old man. After
drinking some wine offered by the old man, Zhou Xuefa falls into a deep
sleep. He awakes to a time very different from what he once knew.

The Monkey's Paw{ ¥z JT()
by W. W. Jacobs

Mr. and Mrs. Zhang live with their grown son. One day an old friend
comes to visit and tells of a monkey’s paw that has magical powers to
grant three wishes to the holder. Against his better judgment, he
reluctantly gives the monkey paw to the Zhang family, with a warning
that the wishes come with a great price for trying to change fate.

The Country of the Blind{& A &)



by H. G. Wells

Chen Fangyuan finds himself trapped in a valley with a people for whom
a disease has eliminated their vision and no longer have a concept of
sight. His insistence that he can see causes the entire community to think
he is crazy. Then one day the village doctors propose a disturbing cure for
his insanity.

Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Curly-Haired
Company{H& KX 2 T ZEF)
based on "The Red Headed Leaque" by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Mr. Xie was recently hired by the Curly Haired Company to copy articles
from a book. He was selected from hundreds of applicants because of his
very curly hair. When the company unexpectedly closes, Mr. Xie visits
Gao Ming (Sherlock Holmes) with his strange story. Gao Ming is certain
something is not right, but will he solve the mystery in time?

The Prince and the Pauper{ £ F+#155 &% F)
by Mark Twain

During a chance encounter, two nearly identical boys, one a poor beggar
and the other a prince, exchange places to see what the other's life is like.
Both children soon discover that neither life is as carefree as they
expected.



Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters

Great Expectations: Part 1{E1FHIRI& (£) )
by Charles Dickens

In Part 1, Xiaomao is raised by his short-tempered older sister and her
husband outside of Shanghai. After meeting the beautiful Bingbing
(Estella), Xiaomao dreams of leaving his life of poverty behind. His
prospects for the future are bleak, until one day a mysterious benefactor
gives Xiaomao the opportunity of a lifetime.

Great Expectations: Part 2{ £ FFIFI&E () )
by Charles Dickens

In Part 2, Xiaomao (Pip) leaves his life of poverty behind to seek his
fortunes in Shanghai and win the heart of the beautiful yet cold-hearted
Bingbing (Estella). Xiaomao's world is turned upside down when his
mysterious benefactor is revealed and his deepest secrets are brought into
the light of day.

Mandarin Companion is producing a growing library of graded readers for
Chinese  language learners. For the newest releases, visit
www.MandarinCompanion.com
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